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face which, it was thought, he would put upon the affair. But
there was an old feud between Carson and Curzon, going back
to the passage of the Parliament Act, when Curzon, after offer-
ing to lead the resistance, had led the capitulation. This sur-
render touched Carson more nearly, and his feelings were
aggravated by the complacency with which it was supported.
The first hint of his scorn came as the Secretary of State was
explaining why a thing " so desirable and so practicable " had
not been done before.
"My noble and learned friend Lord Carson smiles," said
Lord Curzon.
" No," said Carson, " I laugh."
Then Lord Curzon, in his Olympian manner, read Carson a
homily. " The noble and learned Lord," he said, " has now
become a judge, a member of the highest Court in the Realm.
I hope that. . . the equipoise of his judgment will be soon more
solidly fixed . . . that he will remember that he is not only an
advocate but . . . has become in large measure an arbiter."
Carson was terrible in retort. " I get," he said, " a long lecture
from the noble Marquess, which, may I say, I hope in the future
he will spare me; because the man (let me speak plainly) who,
in my opinion at all events, has betrayed me has no right after-
wards to lecture me."
It may serve to excuse the savagery of Carson if we explain
that Curzon had not merely defended the Articles as an evil
necessity; but had plumed himself upon them. " If you look at
history," he had said, ** you find that it is almost invariably by
slow and painful, and sometimes by bloodstained stages that
great events like the liberation of a country or the attainment
of freedom are secured."
Remembering the part which Curzon had played in opposition
to Home Rule, it was more than a man of Carson's temper could
be expected to endure,
" I wish," he said, " I had something of the eloquence of the
noble Marquess in advocating his new-found faith.
" I wonder when it came to him,... Was it yesterday or was
it the day before ?
" He has what they call in boys' slang 6 Gone the whole Hog/
It is always the way with the man who has a newly found faith.